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INTRODUCTION, &c. 



" Cowards are cruel." — Gay. 



If this were a composition on cruelty to animals 
demanded by the Schools of our Universities, it 
would no doubt be required, in the first place to 
define cruelty, stating explicitly . in what it con- 
sist's, and, by way of illustration, to specify the 
modes and manner in which it is exercised or 
exhibited; and possibly, in order to make it com- 
plete in every part, be divided and subdivided, 
and to obtain acceptance should be written with 
philological accuracy, if not even mathematical 
precision. Cruelty, however, as it regards our 
own species, when exercised towards each otherj 
admits of so many ramifications, that some points 
would involve a disquisition almost interminable. 

A 
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iv INTRODUCTION, &C. 

The whole might also be written in a very 
powerful, eloquent, and elegant style, containing 
such nice definitions, enlarged ideas, and fine 
sentiments, as could not fail to evince altogether 
great ingenuity and grasp of intellect, and yet not 
prove generally useful, or calculated to promote 
the objects which the " Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals"* have in view ; and 
were it elaborate, the size, and consequent price, 
of the work might intimidate many persons from 
either reading or purchasing it, and therefore 
not fall into the hands of those for whom this is 
especially intended, and the intentions of the 
writer be defeated. 

In order therefore to supply a desideratum for 
the cause of humanity, by a small compendium, 
these pages are now submitted to the public, with 
merely a few preliminary observations; and in de- 

j^ . * This Society has during last year convicted 270 offenders. 

^Pi'^t^u -' .<5rV^^v^4/5C<»-ve^ l5%^ ^S^^ ^^h. 



INTRODUCTION, &C. V 

fining cruelty, briefly to remark, that it comprises 
every baser passion of our nature — murder, re- 
venge of the deepest dye, malice, slander, "cruel 
mockings, and scourgings," false imprisoning, 
persecution, oppression, and all uncharitableness. 

But when cruelty is perpetrated or exercised 
towards amimals, it may be termed such a vicious 
propensity and inhumanity, as includes all that 
is most vile, degrading, and depraved ; it is 
cowardice in the extreme, and renders man more 
brutal than the poor mute whom he abuses, and 
as regards his conduct in some respects, really 
inferior, because he has, at least, reason to guide 
him, and possessing a power and faculties which 
the animal has not. Cruelty to any creature per- 
fectly passive and defenceless, is not only a base 
cowardly vice, but in many instances diabolically 
savage, and completely outraging Christianity, 
and frequently arises from the most sordid and 
selfish motives. 
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vi INTRODUCTION, &C. 

Having premised thus far, it only remains to 
inform the reader, that as this short Treatise is 
intended for general utility, by an extensive cir- 
culation, it cannot be requisite to endeavour to 
exhibit superior acumen, or to aim at any display 
by profound disquisitions and a long analytical 
dissertation ; but sufficient will be manifested to 
prove that cruelty to animals is a heinous crime 
and sinful offence against the Almighty who 
created them. 

S. B. 
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THE RIGHTS OF ANIMALS, &c. 



PART I. 

The Right of Animals to be protected from 
Cruelty and Injury, fully proved from 
Scripture and the universal order of Crea- 
tion, &c., and acts of cruelty stated. 

In the Scripture narrative of the Creation we read at 
the close of each division, " That God saw that it was 
good;" and on the termination of this mighty work, 
*' That God saw every thiag that he had made, and be- 
hold it was very good;" and gave to man the power and 
high privilege to have dominion over every Hving thing 
that moved on the earth, and pronounced a blessing 
upon them; notwithstanding which, in a short period, 
every living creature had corrupted its way on the earth : 
Adam himself having first transgressed the command 
of God, Was consequently driven out of Paradise; 
sent forth to till the ground to yield him thorns and 
thistles; lost all his immunities, and forfeited his do- 
minion. Soon after which, the elder bom committed 

B 
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RIGHT OF ANIMALS 



murder by slaying his own brother; and at length 
the wickedness of man became so great, " that it re- 
pented the Lord that he had made man upon the earth." 
The Almighty, therefore, by the waters of a flood, swept 
away and destroyed all that was evil and obnoxious; 
preserving Noah only, who remained alive, and they 
that were with him in the ark. Noah being the tried 
servant of the Lord, whose faith and allegiance had 
been fully proved — ^who waa a just man and perfect in 
his generations— had found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord, and walked with God. After then that the waters 
abated and the earth dried up, and all came forth from 
the ark, as the Lord commanded, God declared, " that 
he would not again curse the ground any more for man's 
sake, neither again smite any more every living thing 
as he had done;" and they were delivered into the 
hands of Noah, vrith whom the Lord made an everlast- 
ing covenant, and with every living creature that was 
with him, saying, ** I, behold I, establish my covenant 
with you, and every living creature that is with you, of 
the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth;" 
and so on. (Genesis ix.) " And this is the token of the 
covenant which I make between me and you, and every 
living creature that is with you, for perpetual genera- 
tions : I do set my bow in the doud, and it shaU be for 
a token of a covenant between me and the earth. . . 
And I will look upon it, that I may remember the ever- 
lasting covenant between CU)d and every living creature." 
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TO PROTECTION. 3 

And at the l/th verse, "This is the token of the 
covenant which I have established hetween me and 
all flesh." In perusing the whole detail of this 
covenant, and observing the minutia contained in it, 
the mind is overwhehned with reverential awe and 
admiration, whilst reflecting upon the trauscendent 
mercy and goodness dispkyed and manifested by the 
Almighty: and though man is disregarding and un- 
mindful of this covenant, none are forgotten before 
God, and his tender mercies are over all creatures. 
He knowcth every fowl upon the mountains, and the 
wild beasts of the desert are in his sight; and our 
Blessed Saviour assured his disciples, "tti&t not even a 
sparrow falLeth to the ground without the knowledge of 
our heavenly Father." 

We perceive, then, in acknowledging this everlasting 
covenant, the love and condescending watchful provi- 
dence of God over every living creature that moveth 
upon the earth; and as they were again given into the 
charge oi man, and delivered in a new and special 
manner to his care — Whence stands his responsibility, 
«nd their relative position and connexion with him — 
thus becoming links in the chain of being, "and form- 
ing parts of one stupendous whole," contributing to his 
comfort, and dependent on him, and that 

** The good of each should form the good of all;" 

hence their claim, religiously and mor^y, on his 
B 2 
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4 RIGHT OF ANIMALS 

mercy, humanity, justice, and gratitude ; and conform- 
ably therewith, they are entitled physically to the aid 
and support, together with the protection of man, from 
any cruelty, neglect, or injury. He, therefore, who 
violates that positive and universal law, by which he is 
solemnly and sacredly bound to them, and inverts the 
order and reciprocity in the beautiful arrangement and 
harmony most wisely intended to subsist throughout 

creation, 

" Sins against the Eternal cause;'* 

and fearful is it to reflect, how continually such outrage 
is committed. There is scarcely a more decidedly con- 
vincing proof of the corruption and depravity of the 
human heart, than is evinced in the abuse of that 
power vested in man, by the cruelty, injustice, caprice, 
and ingratitude he is daily exercising towards the 
animal creation; whereby he is adding sin to sin, and 
provoking the vengeance and retribution of an insulted 
God! and dar6s to goad^ beat, starve, maim, and cut up 
whilst alive, the creatures whom the Lord included in an 
everlasting covenant! and deprives cattle of their rest 
on the Sabbath, contrary to the law delivered to Moses 
on Mount Sinai, wherein he is forbidden even to covet 
those that are not his own. 

To enumeratie the various instances which might be 
adduced, would fill volumes, of the horrible modes, 
inventions, devices, and cruelties, equally revolting, 
disgusting, and degrading, wherein man abuses the 
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TO PROTECTION. 5 

power given or delegated to him, and wilfully perverts 
the beneficent design of the Deity, in allowing him the 
high privilege to have dominion over every living crea- 
ture, for his well-being, and even for the support of life 
itself. It will, therefore, only be possible to state, by 
way of illustration, some of the most flagrant and cen- 
surable proofs, to elucidate in the course of our subject 
how inexcusably guilty man is, in having usurped such 
tyranny over them, in this age of boasted philanthropy 
and refinement, as was wholly unknown in former 
times, and for which he will have to render an awful 
account at the day of final retribution; not only for 
having exercised towards them every species of bar- 
barity, but for neglecting his duty and moral obliga- 
tions to the creatures entrusted to his care, and for the 
sinful caigrice with which he has treated them. Truly 
is it added in the words of Solomon, after saying 
" that a merciful man is merciful to his beast — ^but the 
tender mercies of the wicked are cruel;" which most 
aptly and exactly applies to those persons who treat 
animals with every sort of caprice, and allow their 
children 'and dependents to do the same, wantonly 
teazing and tormenting,* whilst most inconsistently 
affecting great regard for them; and according to their 



• Some persons appear to keep poor animals purposely to teaze 
and torment, and for their children to play tricks with them. See 
also Appendix, No. 1 . 
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mood> appearing to delight in idolizing their pets and 
faTonrites — ^giying their horses and dogs both Christian 
and Scriptural names. And here it mnst be observed^ 
that th^e is scarcely any bad propensity which requires 
an earlier check, and to be reproved in children and 
young people, more than cruelty and tyranny, as fre- 
quently in these traits are to be anticipated the future 
character of the man; and the incipient tyrant or rebel 
is easily discerned in the boy, like the Nero and the 
Caligula, when we see them killing flies, shooting cats, 
&c, ; snaring and winging eyen the most admired sing- 
ing birds; which, if they cannot be found to be taken 
home to be eaten, are recklessly left to linger in misery. 

" So the struck deer, in some sequestered part. 
Lies down to die, — the arrow in his heart ! 
There hid in shades, and wasting day hy day, 
Inly he hleeds and pants his life away ! ** 

Instances, however, are daily to be witnessed in the 
houses of solitary females,* and even in families of rank 
and fashion, where the bijou of the boudoir or the draw- 
ing room is pampered till the animal cannot walk in 
the open air, but is carried by a man-servant, and at 
length has the mange, and is unable to move, having 
been fed with cream and every delicacy (whilst surround- 
ing poor and sick need common sustenance) from that 

* The most depraved and horribly revolting faett might be 
stated, and such as are wholly unfit for publication. 
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TO PROTECTION. 7 

table over which the family chaplain has pronounced a 
benediction! and possibly is not quite compatible with 
the precept, " Give not that which is holy to dogs," the 
food having been sanctified by prayer. But it some- 
times occurs that these dear little favourites, through 
capricious whim, or having done accidental mischief, 
perhaps by breaking a newly acquired bauble or injur- 
ing some rival bijou, is sent away in disgrace from the 
sofa or soft velvet cushion to a cold damp out-house, if 
not to the stable, where it pines and howls night and 
day. Other poor dogs are literally starved by persons 
who cannot support their own children; and others 
again are cruelly harnessed to draw carts laden with 
commodities much too heavy for them: but what is 
more degrading and also cruel, is when, as we see con- 
tinually two human beings seated in these vehicles, and 
driving the dogs so jGetst that they drop down either life- 
less or quite exhausted in the public roads or streets of 
the metropolis, and then violently beaten to make them 
rise!* "We also see a sort of dandy vehicle drawn by a 
dog; one of these was lately dashing along very rapidly 
in the most crowded part of the Strand; and innum^- 
able accidents are constantly occurring. Last week 



• An instance of this occurred recently, when a dog drawing 
a heary man and boy, the animal fell down exhausted, and was so 
inhumanly beaten to make him rise, that he died on the spot. 
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8 RIGHT OF ANIMALS 

four very stout men, seated in dog carts, each couple 
driving a race witli the other down Albany Street, Re- 
gent's Park, at a most rapid rate, till reaching Euston 
Square, St. Pancras, one of the carts was completely 
shattered to pieces against a lamp post, and one of the 
men had his leg broken! The most extraordinary fea- 
ture, however, of these increasing and disgraceful nui- 
sances and outrage of all decorum, independent of the 
cruelty of this acknowledged evil, is, that these vehicles 
are permitted by the legislature! and their owners are 
not fined, or put under restrictions not to block up the 
streets^n crowded thoroughfares, — ^for so long as they 
are allowed, it is not only a most culpable neglect, but 
absolutely sanctioning this disgraceful blot on our na- 
tional character; and in a few years hydrophobia will 
spread throughout the land — ^that malady having lately 
very much and alarmingly increased: and it is a noto- 
rious fact, that no animal is so ill calculated for this un- 
natural usage, the skin of the dog not being porous, 
consequently he suffers most dreadfully. Some per- 
sons defend the practice by arguing that dogs are used 
to draw in Lapland! but those are stronger animals, 
and may not suffer so much in that cold climate as in 
this country during hot weather; and we know fiill 
well, that whenever an animal is endeavoured to be 
trained contrary to nature, the trouble there is to attain 
the object in view, and the mischief which frequently 
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TO PROTECTION. 9 

ensues, should of itself alone prove the antidote with 
those men who are devoid of right principle or hu- 
manity, and act towards animals without any of ttat 
equity for which they are continually contending, and 
making so much clamour, whilst living themselves at 
open war with all law human or divine. It is not 
therefore possible that any regard or just feeling can 
exist in such persons tpwards the creatures which are 
in their power. Some men, again, may not think it 
unmanly in John Bull to make dogs fight, as it has been 
considered by others not reprehensible to train and ex- 
cite them to fight bulls and badgers;* but surely only 
the most degenerate can hear unmoved, that numbers 
of these will assemble in rooms and other places, fitted 
up for the purpose, to witness premeditated and ap- 
pointed dog-fighting on the Sabbath If Truly may we 
say or exclaim in the language of the Psalmist, " Look 
upon," or as in the Bible version, " Have respect unto 
the covenant, for all the dark places of the earth are 
full of the habitations of cruelty, for which doth the 
land mourn; and though still fruitful, may become 
barren, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein." 

* See Appendix, No. 2. 

t This was stated by a gentleman at a public meeting — he 
having made the discovery in consequence of hearing a most 
tremendously*frightful noise over the room where he was reading 
to the poor, as District Sunday Visitor, &c. 
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10 VIVISECTION EXPOSED. 

PART II. 

Vivisection exposed and censured. 

It is not possible, in the compass of these pages, to enter 
so fully as the subject demands on the very shocking 
and censurable modes of practical cruelty deliberately 
and systematically pursued — speciously defended on 
the plea of utility and aiding science — ^which is vivisec- 
tion, and trying most barbarous and painful experi- 
ments on live animals; and large volumes having been 
published, in one of which eight hundred are fiilly 
stated, exhausting the labour of three years, the author 
being obliged to sit up whole nights to watch the 
various operations of the different experiments; and in 
the whole and another work, there must have been 
seven thousand six hundred animals crueUy tortured! 
Of others, time would fail to enumerate, and as they are 
already before the public to a considerable extent, to 
denounce these dreadful and disgusting practices alto- 
gether may here suflftce, with every sort of horrible ex- 
periment, by poisons, caustics, hot irons, &c. And all 
lectures over live animals, whilst mutilating and dis- 
secting them for ocular demonstration — and these, 
frightful exhibitions having been so often repeated, 
cannot be of the least use, consequently whoUy un- 
necessary, and no longer requisite, even vere it ad- 
mitted, as asserted, that they might at a former period, 
when the knowledge of anatomy and medicine were in 
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their infancy, but which having now arrived at such a 
degree of established certainty, if not at their climax, and 
so many facilities otherwise afforded and open to the stu- 
dent or practitioner, as leaves nothing to be learned or 
understood which may not easily be acquired in the usual 
indispensable course of medical lectures, daily reading, 
and their early practice — ^and therefore are not tenable 
or to be justified on any feasible ground, however plau- 
sibly argued and defended, under the specious pretext of 
expediency, (that vile doctrine ! which is now trying to 
raise its hydra head in every department, and on all oc- 
casions, and would subvert, abolish, or destroy whatever 
we most venerate) and ought not to be pleaded in the 
instance here decried; and the whole process should be 
abandoned and exploded by every individual of good and 
correct feeling, or else put down by Act of Parliament. 
And let surgeons be warned that there are those per- 
sons who would never require or seek the aid of any 
one addicted to these experiments; some of which they 
are fearful may be practised on themselves, — such in- 
stances having been avowed. It cannot in these days 
avail for any important purpose to exhibit the circula- 
tion of the blood, &c., to cut into a live animal, and spin 
out cool-blooded lectures for hours, whilst it is sus- 
pended, writhing in torture, whole days — even as long 
as sixteen — and agonizing at every nerve; to view the 
heart quivering at each touch of the lancet's point; to 
cut, pin down, and extend them open and exposed, as 
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12 VIVISECTION EXPOSED. 

long as there remains the least sign of vitality; to 
watch and observe every vibration, or to make inci- 
sions into the brain with hot irons ! to try a totally use- 
less experiment, and to ascertain whether in that state 
the dog would recognise his master! * And on another, 
surrounded by its litter of pups, on the operation of 
vivisection being suspended, the poor animal immedi- 
ately began to Hck them! which certainly proved the 
ruling passion strong in death and torture, and that the 
dog had more genuine feeling of regard than the man. 
Again, dissecting and exhibiting the organic construc- 
tion of the brain, and trying the effects of cutting away 
slices; and then the eye, which last may be as well ex- 
plained by that of a dead body, or even a dead calf, as 
from the head of a philosopher, a poet, or the most 
brilliant beauty. Were the various tortures and ex- 
periments, by poisoning, starvation, and mutilating 
limb by limb, arteries, muscles, &c., which have been 
perseveringly inflicted on live animals, to be here de- 
tailed, this Treatise might be too harrowing to the feel- 
ings, and quite unfit for female readers. Of those 
which may be termed the lighter shades of a barbarous 
practice, though equally reprehensible, they are too 
generally known to need remark; as for example, the 
feeding one dog on boiled meat, and another from the 
broth of that meat; one was sustained by the solid, 
whilst the other died miserably by inches from being 

* We are assured that the poor animal did know his master. 
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supplied only with the liquid. Thus are these expe- 
riments tried on two or more animals at the same time. 
It is not any extenuation whatever to contend, "that 
many medical men, and certainly some of great emi- 
nence, have repeatedly tried dangerous and very hazard- 
ous experiments on themselves:" even Sir Humphrey 
Davy, till his life was in peril, and he almost at the 
last gasp from the effects. That another eminent man 
scarified his own cheek most frightfully in endeavour- 
ing to cure tic doloreux, and others again tying up this, 
thaty and the other^ cutting out and inward, and trying 
new modes of curing aneurisms ; or one takes means to 
bring himself into a consumption; and another allows 
vipers to bite his own person, in order to make trial 
of some specific. These, with all the " kill or cure*' 
remedies that can be devised, and might be stated ad 
infinitum, a man may possibly, with less impunity and 
injury, try repeatedly on himself; but which could not 
be justified, and are unwarrantable if inflicted on even 
an animal; and he can probably better suspend opera- 
tions in his own case, whilst feeling the smart, and ex- 
periencing the effects, than in the other, where he has 
previously determined to "go the whole" animal. 

So, many acts of personal bravery and heroism are 
deservedly extolled and admired in an officer, which 
if he were to impose on a soldier or sailor, though 
under his command, would subject him to a court- 
martial, Many have run great risk in reconnoitring 
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the camp or outposts of the enemy; dressed in dis- 
guise, &c. ; and others, when the English army was in 
Egypt, entered Rosetta and Grand Cairo disguised as 
Mamelukes. At the battle of Pharsalia, we read, that 
when the eye of Severus was struck out, and suspend- 
ing from the socket, he took " and stamped the gory 
jelly on the ground!" But had he seen a soldiei^s eye 
in such a state, we might execrate the inhumanity, if, 
taking it on the point of his sword, he had done the 
same act, or only dashed it from him. 

If a man chuses to wear steel in any form, he has 
no right, unlawfully, to impose fetters on another; nor 
even to goad his horse till he bleeds; nor fix spurs on to 
game cocks, previously to making them fight a main. 



PART III. 

Miscellaneous Bad Practices and Cruelty re- 
probated. Character of the Shepherd, how 
degenerated; the causes thereof. 

It must here in due course be observed, that the whole 
of the practice of cock-fighting is most barbarous and 
cruel; the people who have the charge of these devoted 
victims to a sanguinary sport, tie them up alive in bags ; 
and if not now, they did formerly sling them on the 
outside of stage-coaches, to be conveyed to remote 
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places of rendezvous, and to the City of York,* where 
there was a cock-pit for the purpose of fighting, and 
a most heautiful bowling green in excellent order. 
Another cruelty still practised, ou^t not to be allowed, 
viz. teaching bears, monkies, and poor little dogs to 
dance; also those quiet animals, the camel and drome- 
dary, who meekly kneel to receive their heavy burthens, 
and which is, as it were, a silent reproof to those per- 
sons who refuse to bend their knees before the Majesty 
of heaven, either in private or in the public service of 
the Church, but irreverently sit, instead of kneeling, as 
ordered in the rubric, and conformably to the custom 
of all time; and are weU aware, that they would not 
presume, nor be allowed to sit in the presence of an 
earthly sovereign without special permission, as was 
recently so singularly evinced on the opening of the 
first parliament assembled round the throne of her 
present Majesty Victoria. But we hasten now to ani- 
madvert on the unjust and inexcusable cruelty and ill- 
treatment of that most useful and noble of all animals, 
the horse, from the high-bred racer and hunter to 
those which are toiling night and day, and rendering 
unremitting service in every department and manner 
that the ingenuity of man can devise or require, and 
even beyond their physical power and strength. To what 
sad and cruel vicissitudes have not the most highly- 

* The main was fought during the raoe-week, which caused 
all the low gamblers from every quarter to resort thither. 
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16 MISCELLANEOUS BAD PRACTICES. 

prized racers been exposed^ after haying lost all their 
vigour in aggrandizing and fostering the pride of some 
dissipated, heartless spendthrift! But in regard to 
racers and hunters, more especially the latter, in those 
witless, reckless steeple chases, or fox hunts,* where 
it is " neck or nothing," in which, to their great dis- 
credit, some clergymen join, the riders frequently share 
the fate of their horses, and ere they reach the goal, or 
" come in at the death," are conquered and overtaken 
by the grim tyrant themselves .f To what end or dire 
mischance the studs and favourites of the present day 
are destined, or ultimately to be consigned, no one can 
foresee, notwithstanding such care is taken of some by 
their owners, that they are sent in large caravans, made 
purposely, and drawn by six common horses, which 
pass through provincial towns on the Sabbath, in the 
broad eye of day, under the astonished gaze of the poor 
but devout worshippers, as they are walking to. the 
house of God, and to the annoyance and outraged good 
feeling of all classes who have any correct principle, or 
are imbued with the spirit of Christianity. Thus do 
offences come, but "woe to that man by whom the 
offence cometh." Whilst the Lord's day is thus dese- 

♦ It is surely an outrage to ull good feeling to publish in the 
newspapers the great enjoyment these have afforded, and extolling 
the same, notwithstanding the frightful accidents, with the facta 
of two or three of the horses having their backs broken, Uc, and 
the riders seriously hurt or killed. 

t See Appendix, No. 3. 
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crated, and " might is continually overcoming right,'* 
"we can only be amazed at the long suflFering of the 
Almighty towards those who are merely subserving 
themselves, without a single compunctious thought. 
The utmost stretch of charity must fear that the con- 
science of such persons is so seared that they are past 
feeling — ^as foretold in the Scriptures, will be the case 
in the last days — and if they persist in travelling on 
the Lord's day, neither resting themselves nor allowing 
the poor cattle their jv^t right of rest, he may swear in 
his wrath " that they shall never enter into that rest 
which remaineth for the people of God," as it is written, 
" Cursed are they who do err from his commands;" 
but in keeping of them, " there is great reward." All 
travelling on the Sabbath, excepting on the most urgent 
occasion, as illness, deaths, demise of a sovereign, 
government, or other important expresses, should be 
fined by a heavy penalty; also stage waggons the same; 
neither these, nor the horses, to be burthened beyond a 
restricted weight, and whenever exceeding that, which 
may easily be ascertained at the weighing toll-gates, so 
that the fine might be exacted on the spot, by adding 
to, or amending the Turnpike Bill according, with the 
usual mode of legislative proceeding. 

Whenever horses are burthened beyond their strength, 
the most shocking cutting and lashing ensues; daily 
instances occur, and numberless instances might be 
detailed; and if they are drawing a cart, men and boys 

c 
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inhumanly and wantonly lash and knock them on their 
heads and noses; and also hathe their cudgels in the 
bleeding wounds which themselves have previously 
inflicted! We also continually see a numerous family, 
besides the driver, seated in a double bodied vehicle, 
drawn by one horse, pony, or mule, &c., particularly 
at large bathing places, where they are driving about 
from an early hour in the morning till quite late in the 
evening, having traversed thirty or forty miles during 
the day. Some of the horses of the riding masters are 
also unduly treated; the shoulders of many of them 
having been galled by unskilful riders, poultices are 
obliged to be put on, and in that state they are 
sent for ladies to ridel'*' It is a strange inconsistency 
to see at these fashionable places of resort, innumerable 
** parties of pleasure" (as they are termed), driving 
a poor little half-starved animal up a very steep 
hill, and the merry mortals at the same time witness- 
ing that the driver is labouring hard with the whip 
to lash them on! How very unmerciful is it to endea- 
vour to make horses or any animal go faster than their 
physical power wiU permit ! It happened, about two 
years since, that some itinerants going to the annual 
fairs with their cart very heavily laden, and two persons 
mounted on the top of the immense pile of packages, 

* On a lady makiDg a remark to the person who brought the 
horse in this state, the man made quite light of it, saying, " A 
heavy lady had only galled the shoulder^ by weighing too much 
on the stirrup." 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MISCELLANEOUS BAD PRACTICES. 19 

drawn only by a slight little pony, were attempting, 
late in the eyening, to proceed up the steep road near 
Petersfield, where, to a considerable extent, is a vast 
perpendicular height on each side (this road being cut 
through the hill), after much difficulty to advance, and 
too far on to back, the vehicle stood so completely 
across the narrowest part of the road as to preclude 
the possibility of any carriage passing — ^the lazy people 
on the top either would not, or could not dismount; 
but must have been obliged to alight, as neither the 
itinerants with all their power, nor animal with all 
their lashing, could move a single yard! consequently, 
they must have been compelled to unload the whole 
cargo.* It is much to be lamented that there are so 
many of these itinerants, whose animals and dogs are 
cruelly used, and nearly starved — ^it would be well to 
inflict a penalty on them, and upon all those who keep 
animals, when it can be proved that they are not suf- 
ficiently fed. But not only the horses of the poor are 
scantily supplied, as those of the affluent thus suffer 
ivrong in consequence of a most flagrant and wilful crime ^ 
being practised, which cannot be too much reprobated, 
and active measures adopted to counteract; that the 
poor horse, after all his toil and hard labour, may not 
be wronged and deprived of his due and apportioned 
food; for, to such an extent has this double j&aud been 

* See Appendix, No. 4. 
c 2 
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committed by coachmen and grooms, in stealing the 
provender provided for the animals, and thus cheating 
their employers, that even ladies have been compelled 
to see their own horses fed! In this iniquitous prac- 
tice let us notice the combination of crime, as hereby 
they incur the guilt of theft, cruelty, and injustice; 
and as horses have wonderful sagacity (instances of 
which are recorded), the coachman or groom may so far 
spoil the temper of the horse as to excite irritation, 
and induce crib-biting, and render him so vicious that, 
in the end, the wrong may be avenged in some unex- 
pected and apparently accidental manner, as will only 
be a just retribution for their atrocity and inhumanity, 
if any fatal event should ensue whilst driving furiously, 
or mounted on the horse they have habitually ridden, 
and probably long ill-treated. We read that the animal 
on which Balaam rode, and had his foot crushed against 
the wall* while striking him, did not reprove his 
master till he had beaten him three times; therefore, it 
may be inferred, that thus was implied both injustice 
and ingratitude, added to cruelty, by the infliction, — ^in 
reminding Balaam, ** that he was his own ass on which 
he had always ridden to that day." But again, let no 
one say he has no duty to perform to animals, and 



• It is really surprising how any one who knows this Scripture 
narrative, dare ill-treat, or use an ass with any sort of cruelty, and 
are not afraid to brave the vengeance of the Almighty. 
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does not keep horses, therefore is under no obligation 
to them. Persons making such assertions, though 
they never had a horse of their own, nor used 
any with cruelty, are guilty of ingratitude, and have 
duties to fulfil in regard to them, were it only to en- 
deavour to suppress and prevent cruelty and ill-usage 
towards the animal creation; for there is not a human 
being in the country, the most abject, who is not in- 
debted to the horse, and owes gratitude to it, even for 
bis daily bread, and participates continually in the ser- 
vices rendered by horses. 

Does not the horse plough our land which yields the 
corn and grain for the sustenance of man, and aids to 
carry in the harvest? — ^brings the fuel, coals, wine, and 
beer to our cellars? — ^the furniture, blankets, (though 
indebted to the sheep for the material), and even the 
bed on which we repose, to our doors? And the poor 
animals, after all their toil, lie down exhausted^ pro- 
bably, on a dirty litter, and many of them scantily 
supplied with provender. There is scarcely a single 
commodity of life, requisite for comfort or existence, 
which is not wholly or partially conveyed through the 
medium of horses. 

How could agriculture, traffic, and commerce be 
maintained and carried on without their aid? Who 
could have travelled on business, science, research and 
' pleasure, or to assist his feUow-mortals in every de- 
partment and station, and not feel and acknowledge 
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his obligations to tliese animals, with thanksgiring to 
the Almighty for bestowing them? It has been said 
*' that ships are the wooden walls of England;" but 
horses may fairly and justly be styled and denomi- 
nated the ** living walls of the country." — ^The bulwarks 
of the Citadel, and guard of the State! MTiat mere 
ciphers would thousands of men, and even officers, be 
without their horses! " Who rejoiceth in his strength 
— he goeth on to meet the armed men — he mocketh at 
fear, and is not affirighted, neither tumeth he back 
£rom the sword. The quiver rattleth against him, the 
glittering spear and the shield!" 

And after death, how many horses are employed at ^ 
' funeral? and frequently six to draw only one poor 
dead body to be entombed! ! ! 

There are acts of cruelty which it is only just to re- 
probate, in regard to calyes, very much to be deplored 
even in the manner of slaughtering them.* But that 
most prominently apparent and painful to witness, is, 
when eight or more are tied by the legs, and put into 
a smaU cart, and brought many miles with their heads 
and necks hanging out at the end and over the sides, 
that it is impossible they can escape being bruised or 
injured, the poor animal all the while making the 
most piteous moans. And here it must be noticed, that 
the natural tones of appeal, and the ingenious devices 

* See Appendix, No. 5. 
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and efforts made by animals, in order to elicit attention 
to their wrongs and physical wants, as it were to claim 
that aid and protection to which they axe justly en- 
titled, is alone quite sufficient proof and argument to 
establish all that can be advanced on their behalf. 

It is really affecting to see some animals run anxiously 
to the persons, and imploringly look up to those who 
are at the very moment preparing for their destruction, 
and will eyen " lick the hand just raised to shed their 
blood!" Death, it is true, is the penalty attaching to 
every living creature, sooner or later, yet, where life 
must be taken, it ought to be in the least possible 
painful mode and manner, and without any previous 
torture; for example, not to crimp fish, nor fry alive 
the produce of the cruel sport of a whole day! Some 
persons also roast oysters, and will voraciously devour, 
with all imaginable (jfodt, the turtle which has suffered 
weeks of indescribable torture and misery, out of its 
native element and without a drop of water,'*' to make 
his table groan. 

" And thus, from utmost land and sea purveyed, 
Doth each rare and tributary life bleed ; 
Whilst his insatiate table is heaped with 
Luxury and death ! " 

It were to be wished, that these men of all luxuries 

* May the fate of Tantalus or Izion at the wheel, never be the 
portion of those who sanction these cruelties. 
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would love the luxury of doing good, as weU as eating 
what they think is good. The inimitable Gay remarks : 

" Sure men for cruel gluttony are curst, — 
Of all the seven deadly sins the worst." 

Again: how very revolting is it to see large droves of 
hogs and pigs scarcely able to move, (most apt em- 
blem of gourmands), and the stalled ox likewise, con- 
fined upwards of a year to fatten, so that it cannot 
sustain 'its own weight to the slaughter-house from the 
place where it has been too long immured and deprived 
of its liberty, to promote the object of the feeder's am- 
bition. It being forbidden to muzzle an ox, it could 
never have been intended it should be stalled. Surely 
we are of all nations most cruel and unjust, and yet 
possessing greater privileges and blessings than any 
other under heaven. 

Is it not written in the law " Thou shalt not muzzle 
the ox that treadeth out the corn;" and St, Paul quotes 
this in proof "that God careth for oxen." It is 
equally unjust as cruel to deprive any living thing un- 
duly of that liberty which is its natural right; birds* 
especially-r-and those brought from their native tropic 
cUme — cooped up during long voyages, and afterwards 

• A young lady one evening took a pretty little bird out of its 
cage, after it had gone to roost, and was teasing and playing with 
it, when, in escaping from her hand, it flew into the fire, and was 
consumed ! 
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confined, perhaps singly, for life; and frequently giyen 
to the care of servants, who either starve or neglect 
them, and what is more depraved, teach some to 
swear, &c. A very wonderful bird, which would repeat 
any words it was taught, and which cost the owner 
^50., having been unfortunately made the subject of 
mal-practices, had brandy given to it by the servant 
for sport, which at last put a period to its existence. 

It is a fact that, a few years ago, a lady who had the 
finest collection of birds in the kingdom, lost the whole 
of them on a cold winter's evening, by being smothered 
through the carelessness or mismanagement of the man 
who was employed to light a flue to warm the aviary : 
and though it was then a late hour, this lady bird-fem- 
der (a lady B.) immediately ordered her carriage, and 
proceeded to London, a distance of more than fifty miles 
from her residence, in order to arrive early in town to 
secure another selection before the accident might be 
known, and consequently a higher demand would have 
been made for the purchase. 

All caging and confining — even poultry and squirrels 
— is, to say the least, a mere refinement of cruelty, 
however speciously defended. It appears, indeed, as if 
some birds had an instinctive dread of man, — ^witness 
the shyness and timidity of some, which fly away af- 
frighted at his approach. 

** Fly they thus his presence or his nature ?*' — Gay. 
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But of those which are as it were, ad libitum^ round 
our premises, and also animals that are properly treated, 
nothing can exceed their attachment, and the delight 
they evince on heing noticed; and in their affection 
towards each other, they are, in many respects and in- 
stances, examples and patterns for the imitation of 
man. Our hlessed Saviour, whose metaphors were 
generally taken from nature, exclaimed, when weeping 
over Jerusalem, " How oft would I have gathered you 
as a hen doth the hrood under her wings, and ye would 
not!" And thus Gky, in his Shepherd's reply to the 
Philosopher: — 

'* My dog, the trustiest of his kind, 
With gratitude inflames my mind ; 
I mark his true, his faithful way. 
And in my service copy Tray. 
In constancy and nuptual love, 
I learn my duty from the dove : 
The hen, who from the chilly air 
With pious wing protects her care, 
And every fowl that flies at large. 
Instructs me in a parent's charge.*' * 

The character of the shepherd, as delineated by Gay, 
now calls the attention to a point intended for special 
discussion or notice, in regard to the treatment of sheep 
and lambs, and there is much which needs correction 
and animadversion in nearly all which relates to them; 
as no one can deny that there is a very lamentable de- 

* See Appendix, No. 6. 
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parture from the usage and customs of former ages, and 
neglecting to take proper care* of them, and to pro\ide 
for their comfort, not only in cold and wet seasons, 
but at all times. 

For examples, and tender watchfulness over their 
flocks, we must look back to our primitive ancestors 
and to the patriarchs, to Jacob, f to David, and a host 
of many of those of whom it may truly be said, " The 
world wafl not worthy."" However, there have been 
some men in our own country, who did not disdain to 
take due care of their flocks : one of the many very in- 
teresting and affecting traits in the character of the 
truly learned and pious Hooker, as related by his biogra- 
pher, is, that when his two college friends, Cranmer and 
Sandys, went to visit him at Drayton Beauchamp, he 
was in the Adds tending his sheep ! 

In the arcadian scenes depicted by the poets, there 
is so much truth and reality blended with their beau- 
tiful imagery and poetic fiction, as serves to shew and 
prove the great pleasure and delight which resulted 
from the pastoral occupation, and it certainly was a 
most interesting and important employment, — ^what- 
ever it may now be said the "poetry of life" con- 

* " And I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that goeth 
, before me and the children be able to endure." — Genesis, xxziii. 
V. 14. 

t A sheep stealer, lately, after he had stolen a number of sheep, 
left this laconic notice : *' Take better care of your sheep, or I 
shall hare more of them !" 
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sists; some persons eon^ning that to the blandishments, 
enjoyments, and ideal anticipations or feelings of 
youth, and usually associated with oiily a very brief 
period of existence. But a few observations may 
here be ventured, not exactly digressing or irrele- 
vant, because connected with and bearing on our sub- 
ject generally, viz. — ^that the true Christian shepherd 
enjoyed the real poetry of life in a more expansive 
sense, and which appertained to every stage of his 
being. To maintain this position, by illustration and 
example, would of itself alone form and furnish materiel 
for a separate Treatise. This, however, may be briefly 
affirmed, — that an intellectual and well constituted 
mind^ imbued with that spirituality which is renewed 
day by day, will retain the most powerful associations, 
vivid perceptions, and high anticipations, even to ad- 
vanced age. He lives in a purer element; 

" His ardent hope anticipates the skies ! '* 

And though the body may be weighed down with afflic- 
tion or declining health, the inner man enjoys that 
sublime delight which is inconceivable, and can never 
be understood by those who know nothing of that 
peace which passeth their understanding, and is that 
"perpetual sunshine of the soul," emanating from 
above, which knows no decay, but progresses to perfec- 
tion : * and such a one will exhibit proofs of that alchymy 

• " They shall slUl hring forth more fruit in old age." — Psalm 
xc, v. 14. 
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which assimilates, amalgamates, and sublimates all 
things — ^refining and refined! He enjoys "bird, tree, 
fruit, flower," — 

" Not a bud nor opening blossom breathes in vain ;" 

and his feehngs are so harmonized and in unison, that 
whilst to some of the aged " the grasshopper* becomes 
a burthen," he will experience in that note such a re- 
sponding chord, that the monotony imperceptibly 
ceases, and, imagining it as the insect's evening hymn, 
the words of the psalmist are realized — "Let every 
thing that hath breath praise the Lord!" As onward 
he slowly walks, listening to the tone still vibrating on 
his ear and echoing through the air, as receding at each 
step, the sound now reaches him like a vesper bell borne 
on the evening breeze, reminding him of his own hour 
of prayer. And thus the aged shepherd, or pilgrim, 
whilst meditating, as the patriarch of old at even-tide, 
can anticipate the harmony of angels in a blessed re- 
quiem, which shall lull his soul to rest! his communing 
is in heaven — ^he already hears the angelic choir hymn- 
ing their Maker's praise, and thus contemplates the full 
fruition of the 'blest! Thus was the soul of David 
attuned, as well as of those whose last days were 
their best days : to many of whom the Scripture bears 
ample testimony. Biography and history also furnish us 
with innumerable instances, which prove how justly 

♦ See Appendix, No. 7. 
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has the grave heen most emphatically denominated 
" the true touch-stone of character." But again : 
what beautiful and affecting similitudes are there both 
in the Old and New Testament, harmonizing and illus- 
trated by the character of a shepherd. In the prophets, 
faithful pastors are compared to and called, '^ shep- 
herds of the flock;" in Isaiah, who by the word of the 
Lord saith of Cyrus, " He is my shepherd, and shall 
perform all my pleasure," and also foretells who shall 
be ''the true shepherd of his people, and feed his 
flock." David also continually refers to the same, in 
one place saying, '"The Lord is my shepherd: I shall 
not want;" and in another, "Hear, thou shepherd of 
Israel ! thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep ; and 
again, thou ledest thy people like sheep by the hands 
of Moses and Aaron." When the chief Shepherd came 
(and who will appear again as the Great Shepherd) he 
realized and confirmed every representation which had 
been pourtrayed, fulfilling all that was foretold, and 
literally fed by thousands, as a flock, the multitude 
that followed him; declaring himself " the good Shep- 
herd, who careth for his sheep;" promising to watch 
over, and to protect them; that they should never 
perish, neither any one pluck them out of his hand; 
that he would hereafter lead them to fountains of living 
water, which is before the throne of God." It were well 
if aU those who neglect due care of sheep, would read 
with attention the whole of the Scripture delineations 
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of the genuine Shepherd, to exemplify what faithful 
and kind shepherds were, and ought to be, and if pos- 
sible, to bring some to a proper tone of feeling, and 
right usage of these truly estimable animals. The 
fact is undeniable, that thousands of lambs and sheep 
die most miserably, and perish in wet, cold, and bleak 
situations, chiefly through neglect, and not having 
proper shelter provided for them during an inclement 
season : means might surely be adopted to insure their 
preservation. Who now is ever seen bearing some in 
their arms, and gently leading others? — ^as was the cus- 
tom in primitive times, and in a warmer clime. 

The heart of humanity must shudder to see the poor 
little helpless lambs, just come into the world, suffering 
most severely; and if they do live awhile, how soon is 
their brief life ended, to glut and satiate some thank- 
less* human being! And when we see them, in the 
spring and fine weather, in full enjoyment, crop the 
tender grass — containing no vital blood, on which they 
feed^ — ^we cannot but regret that they should be cut off 
in their prime for the sustenance of man. 

The subject is really inexhaustible, and blended 
with so many painful associations, that it may here 
suffice to decry and reprehend the shocking manner 
they are driven to the London market,t or to be slaugh- 
tered, followed and harassed by snarling curs, and 

* Grace at table being now, in some families, discontinued, 
t See Appendix, No. 8. 
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generally goaded on by cruel boys; and, on the Sab- 
bath evenings particularly, numbers are seen to sink 
down lame and exhausted in the roads and streets of 
the metropolis, while some have feebly stooped their 
heads, and drank from the dirty kennel! All this is 
deeply to be deplored, and much to be wished that a 
remedy for these sad evils were suggested and put in 
practice. 

It may possibly be here interesting and useful, if n6t 
too much digressing, to endeavour to trace whence, or 
to what cause it is to be ascribed, that the native 
shepherd, in his real legitimate character, has so com-^ 
pletely degenerated, if not, with but few exceptions, 
whoUy disappeared from our land! and not from this 
only, but from other countries; this chief national cha- 
racteristic of former days, together with the herdsman, 
or headsman, is very seldom seen; even the insignia 
and accompaniments are gone — the crook, the wallet, 
and the pipe — ^and where, in Switzerland, the moun- 
tains formerly re-echoed with that sweet melody, the 
ranz des vaches it is no longer heard. War, however, 
certainly devastated that once happy country, and it 
has been said, that the same evil sapped the agricul- 
tural prosperity of England — though the chief mischief 
has arisen from consolidating farms, and also induced 
increased pauperism; though certainly the increase of 
gin-shops has added to the latter evil. But to the 
accumulation of wealth, may be attributed primarily 
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the disappearance of the shepherd, and thus the conse- 
quent progress of false refinement and pride, with a 
higher bearing than formerly, in a certain class. How 
few can now adopt the touching lines * of the English 
fartoer of other days ? But still it is remarkable, that 
where self-interest was more immediately concerned, that 
gentlemen, and even noblemen of the highest rank, did 
not disdain to devote much time and attention to what 
is termed " the improvement of the breed of sheep and 
cattle," whilst tenderness and watchful care for the ge- 
neral comfort, has not kept pace with those efforts, and 
their arrangements for comparatively a small and incon- 
siderable number — ^whilst the essential provision for 
universal comfort has been totally overlooked, and 
myriads of sheep are intrusted to the lowest hirelings ; 
though we read that our Saviour declared " that the 
hireling careth not for the sheep," yet it is certain that 



Ere round the huge oak that o*er shadows yon mill. 

The fond ivy had dared to entwine, 

Ere the church was a ruin, that nods on the hill. 

Or the rook built its nest on the pine ; 

Could I trace hack the time — a far distant date. 

Since my forefathers toiled in this field, 

And the farm I now hold on your honor's estate. 

Was the same that my grandfather tilled ; 

He dying bequeathed to his son a good name. 

Which unsullied descended to me, * 

For my child IVe preserved it, unblemished with shame, 

And it still from a spot shall be free." 



d by Google 



34 CHARACTER OF THE SHEPHERD, 

in the present day they are seldom tended by any other 
description of persons, and a ** gentleman farmer " as 
such are designated, who only rent of an opulent land- 
owner a portion of his estate, in some counties to the 
annual amount of thousands, though the appellation 
was originally applied to those who farmed their own 
land, and still more properly belongs to them alone: 
this renter then of a large farm, would as much dislike 
to sit down merely to a joint of his own mutton anA a 
pudding, be equally reluctant to put down his carriage, 
part with his hunter, dismiss the governess, or follow the 
plough, as to entertain for a moment the idea of tend- 
ing his sheep. In fact it is perhaps problematical whe- 
ther in the course of a few revolving years, there may 
not be a difficulty in some places to find or obtain even 
a hireling for the sheep, if a lettered peasantry* is to be 
formed, to promote and establish which very erudite 
and philanthropic men have exerted their energies; let 
us not however proceed too far, nor in our zeal for edu- 
cation on such an extended scale as they contemplate 
and recommend, confound our partialities and preju- 
dices with our duties, and because it is a decided duty to 
endeavour to educate the poorer class in a religions and 
suitable manner, and in-every possible way to ameliorate 

* It is a singular fact that whilst writing this the words dis- 
tinctly ascend to the apartment at the top of the house, *' Literary 
tracts one penny," most horribly vociferated by a man in the street ? 
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their condition and improve them, to beware, whilst 
seeking to aid their well-being, we do not assist to ac- 
celerate their losing that native manual energy which is 
essential to, and is the nerve and sinew of every state; 
and if a lettered peasantry is established in those parts 
of Scotland mentioned by a Rev. Doctor,* it is much 
to be feared that the fruitful valley will become a stag- 
nant pool, and the flocks and herds want water ! 

" A hardy peasantry — a country's pride, 
' When once destroyed is never to be supplied. " 

And that the native and genuine shepherd no longer 
exists, nor scarcely a herdsman, as of olden time, nei- 
ther many working farmers on their own land, nor even 
on that which he rents, nor like Labon shearing his 
sheep himself, nor as Jacob and David leading them 
gently with the most watchful and tender care ; there 
is just cause for every apprehension of further declen- 
sion and degeneracy in the Tn>cfiil and indispensable 
occupations of life. 

* Sermons were preached in London, and collections made at 
the same time for this avowed object, and to aid the establish- 
ment of schools in a remote part of Scotland. The cause advo- 
cated for a ** lettered peasantry," was by the excellent and enlight- 
ened Dr. Chalmers. 
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PART IV. 

Hints for checking growing evil. Hindu 
Princess Alia Bhye; instances of her Hu- 
manity. 

To check any increasing evil, much may be done by 
individual exertion. Females even may effectually aid 
the cause of general humanity — and most devoutly is 
it to be wished that those men who do not plough, would 
put their shoulder to the wheel which is now revolving, 
to prevent cruelty to animals, and make it a point of 
Christian duty and moral obligation; and that all who 
from their affluence and elevated station in society are 
exempt from the toil and anxiety of tending cattle of 
any kind, would at least be overseers as good house- 
holders and responsible moral agents, appoint those 
on whom they can rely, to take due care of them, and 
.use their influence, and some of that money (which 
also is only intrusted to them, and for all abuse thereof 
they will have to render an account at the highest tri- 
bunal), in behalf of the " Society for the Preventibn of 
Cruelty to Animals," and thus prove themselves faithful 
stewards of the gifts of a bountiful providence, and to 
incite their colleagues in parliament to bestow a certain 
. sum as a special mark of favour and approval to this 
society, — ^which it may justly be said, more than any 
other, is gratuitously and virtually aiding the well- 
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being of the state, by endeavouring to establish the 
laws of right order and humanity throughout England, 
in the extensive range of the animal creation, which 
may be termed the very vitals of our country — contri- 
buting to its wealth, sustaining and preserving our ex- 
istence, affording us every comfort and pleasure, — the 
horse and the dog absolutely keeping us in safety ! and 
therefore to enact more extensive restrictions and larger 
penalties for all cruelty, particularly on the omnibus 
drivers of lacerated horses, who are frequently seen to 
cut dee^r into the wounds which they have cruelly 
made in whipping, lashing, and urging them on. 

As an instance of what has been done in modern 
times, and can be effected, we will here state the ex- 
ample of an Hindu princess, Alia Bhye,* of the Holkar 
family, who for devotedness to religious duties, after 
her mode, for munificence, good and wise government, 
and active benevolence, has perhaps never been equalled, 
and is a model and pattern for every sovereign in the 
world. 

"This admirable woman was wont to say, ^Let us 
mortals beware how we destroy the works of the Al- 
mighty ;' and that she deemed herself answerable to 
God for every exercise of power.f This princess built 

* For a full account of Alia Bhye, and her beneyolent and su- 
perior character, see Sir John Malcolm's Central India. 

t No one has a right to abuse any power with which they are 
invested. 
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places of rest for travellers, and wells of water, through- 
out the Holkar possessions in Malwa. But her munifi- 
cence was not limited to her own territories : to the 
east and to the west, and to the north and snow-clad 
mountains, places were erected for pilgrims, and during 
the hot months, persons were stationed on the roads to 
supply travellers with water.* 

" Her feelings of humanity were carried to a most 
extraordinary extent. The heasts of the field, and the 
birds of the air, and the fish of the river, shared in her 
compassion, — ^portions of food were allotted to them ; 
and the peasant, near Mhysir, used in hot weather to 
see his oxen stopped during their labour, to be re- 
freshed with water brought by the servants of Alia 
Bhye. Fields which she had purchased purposely for 
birds,t were covered with them, which in consequence 
of having in other parts destroyed the grain, had been 
driven away by the cultivators of the land. 

" The husband of Alia Bhye was killed before she was 
twenty, and she died, at the age of sixty, in 1795. The 
fond object of the life of Alia Byhe was to promote the 
prosperity of all around her. Flattery J she utterly 

♦ It is promised, " That not even a cup of cold water shall lose 
its reward." 

t Clare the poet asserts, that the insects which the birds de- 
stroy, would injure and eat into more grain than all which they 
could possibly devour. 

I A Brahmin haying written a book in praise of Alia Bhye, the 
princess observed, on its being read to her, " That she was a weak 
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detested." That canker worm of the mind ! and de- 
structive of all energy of character, which like avarice 
is never satiated, and the rich or prosperous heing ge- 
nerally the most flattered, and the aqueducts constantly 
flowing, and are supplied from various founts, becomes 
at length on a par with sour wine on the lees, and ''The 
ungodly drink thereat, and suck it out." " In the su- 
perior character of Alia Bhye, a striking feature was a 
love of justice, many instances of which are recorded ; 
and nothing excited her indignation so much as the 
knowledge of any act of injustice, wickedness, or crime; 
and it is stated that the attendants of Alia Bhye dreaded 
to inform her of any acts of injustice." 

What then would this humane Hindu princess have 
thought, had any one communicated to her the injustice 
and cruelty continually committed by the inhabitants of 
Britain ? or related to her a few instances of females who 
will eat, with all imaginable godt, those most delightful 
songsters, the blackbird and thrush, which their brothers 
or Mends may have shot, even while the birds have been 
pouring forth their sweetest notes?* Had not such 

sinful woman, and not entitled to such high encomiums, and or- 
dered it to he thrown into the Nerhudda, and took no further no- 
tice of the author. It is remarkable that Alia Bhye never ate 
animal food. 

* An English sportsman, who had been unsuccessful in the 
field, whilst at Constantinople, in firing off his piece preyiously 
to disembarking from his caique, having brought down a sea-gull 
that was soaring above his head, was reproached by his rowers 
with as much horror and emphasis as though he had been guilty of 
homicide,^— See Miss Pardee's work, " City of the Sultan," vol. i. 
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been witnessed witk petrifying horror, the fact might 
be doubted, or supposed to refer to those times of 
enervating luxury which ruined the 'first empire then 
in the world, where it is recorded, that a dish of ca- 
nary birds' tongues were brought to table, and for which 
an enormous price was given. Thus may ancient Rome, 
by parity of circumstances, 

** Speak to the present times, and times to come." 

British females, then, be warned! do not act so very 
reprehensibly and inhumanly. Some there are who 
ought most undoubtedly to be better examples of de- 
licacy and propriety, who never hesitate to ride out on 
horseback on the Sabbath, neither are ashamed to join 
in the hunting of a poor inoffensive hare, and hear un- 
moved its piteous cries, — ^precisely resembling those of 
an infant, — ^nor shrink with horror at the frequent oaths 
of the huntsmen by whom they are surrounded, that 
should make a lady dread to listen to.* Truly all this is 
very derogatory to the female character! and much may 
it be feared that such masculine ladies would unhesitat- 
ingly commit other acts of cruelty and impropriety. 
But whilst the conduct of these females is too mucli 
like men, we cannot but wish that men themselves 
would recollect the precept, " Quit you like men," and 
as responsible Christians, to do justly, to love mercy, 

* See Appendix, No. 9. 
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and to shew it in every possible way to the animals 
under your care, that no injustice or cruelty is com- 
mitted to the horse which may have borne you safely 
through many dangers of battle, field, and flood; nor 
to the dogs which contribute to your comfort, affording 
you also much gratification and pleasure. Some of 
these animals, it must be admitted, are very ferocious, 
but they should not on that account be treated cruelly; 
their ferocity* is our safeguard and protection, not 
only guarding property, but life itself, and which has 
frequently been preserved and saved from the hand of 
the midnight assassin or murderer. 

The well authenticated facts (some of which are 
on record) of dogs which have been devotedly attached 
to their masters and owners, and even to keep watch 
and moan over, and could not be moved from their 
mouldering remains, it would not be possible to detail 
here,f and in some respects reminds us of the cypress, 

" That only constant mourner o'er the dead !" 

Whilst the generality of near relations, especially in 
fashionable life, will not stay an instant in the house 
after their demise, and scarcely wait the closing scene 
of death. Even the most highly courted and polished 
sovereign of his time, before whom all nations bowed, 

* The ferocity of some dogs is augmented, no doubt, by being 
constantly chained up and confined. 

t For some facts, see Appendix, No. 10, 
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was, as it were, deserted in his last hours, and left to 
the charge of attendants, and expired in the arms of a 
page! 

But it is much feared that natural affection is de- 
clining, and every species of cruelty is increasing, and 
" man makes man his prey" more cunningly, systema- 
tically and effectually than in former times.* It must 
also here he stated that there are most horrihle cruel- 
ties committed throughout the country, and in London, 
by persons who maintain themselves entirely by steal- 
ing dogs and cats, and selling the skins of these ani- 
mals, which they sacrifice in a dreadful manner, exco- 
riating them alive ! and have been seen, in broad day, 
to practice this barbarity on cats, at the sides of garden 
walls from whence they were stolen. This atrocity 
ought to be severely punished, and the haunts and 
" habitations of cruelty" should be found out, and 
strictly searched. Those wretched places likewise, 
called " The knackers," might undergo the same scru- 

* In proof of this it must be allowed that the ** Burking system" 
was a new species of cruelty and crime ; and another now prac- 
tised, that also makes the blood run cold with horror whilst 
thinking upon it even for a moment, viz. smuggling the poor 
negro slaves to the West Indies, cramming them down, till they 
are nearly smothered, behind sliding boards or pannels between 
decks, and when the searchers come on board, concealing some in 
hogsheads, and to escape apprehended detection, putting others 
in casks and throwing them into the sea, and drowning them as 
so many kittens ! 
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tiny, and be watched, as it is said much deception and 
cruelty is practised, by depriving the poor famishing 
horses, in the interim of being slaughtered, of the 
fodder humanely provided by the ** Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty,*' to supply them during the 
painful period of remaining exhaustion, whilst awaiting 
their doom, and which is unfairly disposed of to feed 
other animals, brought for that purpose to the spot. 
But not having entr6e to " the prison house," it is not 
possible to state correctly all that may be transacted 
there. Should any one here exclaim that it is not of 
much importance to attend to these matters, and de- 
scending into minutiae, this subject would be intermi- 
nable ; — then the more boundless the barbarity — ^the 
greater exertion ^ind more extensive aid is requisite to 
counteract or extirpate the evil, and aboHsh all that is 
possible'; much of which surrounds us on every side, 
but in no instance so immediately under the eye, wher- 
ever we turn, as the cruelty practised daily in our 
streets, and frequently most painfully distressing and 
annoying to all those who have any just and right 
feeling. Whilst, however, it is conceded that puerility 
on every subject should be constantly avoided, there is 
nothing in the animal creation (and our own correct 
conduct in this respect is ever to be considered) unde- 
serving all due attention and regard. Ought not man 
duly to appreciate and care for whatever God careth ? 
There are, we know, many fastidious persons who affect 
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to shrink with horror at trifling acts, which they decry 
and denominate cruel^ whilst guilty themselves of 
greater enormities and inconsistencies. As for minor 
examples, young ladies have firequently been threading 
the mazes of the Waterloo waltz with a light step and 
lighter heart, without once reflecting how dearly 
bought was that victory, — ^nor of the poor horses and 
consumptive servants, " coughing their own knell " for 
whole hours at the door, in cold, sleet, or pouring 
rain ! — nor of the possibly more delicate female than 
themselves, sitting up night after night till day-break, 
waiting with an aching head for their return home, 
merely to undress them I But again : in regard to the 
minutiae in cruelty, and our obligations to inferior 
tribes of being, much might be written, as the fly, the 
wasp and the worm, &c. have furnished abundant 
matter for the moralist and the poet ; and we will not, 
to avoid the critic's lash, omit even the aristocratic 
bee,* nor the leech, with a caution — not unnecessarily 
to torture them, "What myriads of human beings have 
found relief from leeches, and their lives saved or pro- 
longed ! And the little lizard has been known to save 
life, and was styled "the friend of man;" one of the 
tribe having licked the hand of a man who was asleep, 
which awoke him just in time to favour his escape 
from a snake which would have destroyed him ! 

♦ See Appendix, No. 11. 
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Thus may the most apparently insignificant of cre- 
ated things become instruments of good, by the mercy 
of an eyer-ruling Providence, — as " geese once saved the 
capitol." Fishes, ravens, quails, &c. brought into 
powerful action and use, or even a worm or noxious 
tribes, for the punishment of individuals or a sinful 
people.* We read of a land bringing forth " frogs 
even in kings' chambers," and " lice in all their quar- 
ters I" Even the crowing of a cock may again and 
again arouse the conscience of guilt to a timely repent- 
ance. Has any one then denied his master and only 
Saviour? Did any man ever steal sheep, probably 
cutting up some on the spot — ^unlawfully kill, wound 
or snare game — ^rob even his neighbour of poultry by 
the fitst dawn of light, when they were just beginning 
to crow — and no eye saw him but that which neither 
"slumbereth nor sleepeth?" Did he ever commit 
murder in the still and silent hour, whilst all were 
sleeping around but himself, and the crime yet remain 
unknown ? This monitor, — no unapt emblem of that 
clarion which shall awake the dead, — at some unex- 
pected moment, even at midnight, may, by strong 
association in his mind, under the power of the Holy 
Spirit, awaken and arouse his soul to call upon his 
God for the pardon of his crimes ; and where he can, 

♦ Or wicked children ; as bears to destroy those forty -two who 
mocked the prophet Elisha. 
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to make, if it be possible, such reparation that others 
may not suffer any imputation or suspicion, nor be 
unjustly condemned. 

** ,Thu8 from the most minute and mean 
A virtuous mind may morals glean." 



PART V. 

Interesting Facts connected with the sub- 
ject. Humanity of the Turks to Animals 
AND Birds. 

It must now be noticed as a fact sufficiently powerful 
and striking even to silence scepticism, that while the 
whole creation continues to observe and obey the uni- 
versal laws of order, and preserves an organization 
truly wonderful, not only in whatever is trained or 
supported by us — no, not a thing that moveth, has 
retrograded, but still evinces the same unabated affec- 
tion and care for its kind and to man, whilst man him- 
self is corrupt above all, perverting his way on the 
earth, and acting most cruelly and unjustly towards 
them ; and while " the ox knoweth his owner, and the 
ass his master's crib, Israel doth not know, my people 
doth not consider;" * "yea, the stork in the heaven 

• Isaiah, ch. i. v. 3. 
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knoweth her appointed times, and the turtle and the 
crane, and the swallow, observe th* time of their 
coming ; but my people know not the judgment of the 
Lord." * 

What then will the end be ? ah, sinful people I 
laden with iniquity ! " Shall I not visit them for these 
things ? saith the Lord ; shall not my soul be avenged 
on such a nation as this ? " f 

It is however asserted, that there are animals which 
devour their young ; but such unnatural acts must be 
rare, and may have been excited by causes unexplored. 
" Hunger will break through stone walls;" and being 
deprived of food might madden them. Did not the 
** delicate women," as foretold, in the siege and famine 
of Jerusalem, eat their own children ? The above 
trite proverb it was which gave rise to the idea, while 
» writing these pages, that the crib-biting of horses 
might be induced by hunger ; when, on referring to a 
book exclusively on the horse, it was there stated "that 
partial starving did induce this vicious and destruc- 
tive habit;" and was further told, that gentlemen, on 
leaving their horses during a feed, and returning to 
the stable in a few moments, have been fully convinced, 
by the expressive manner of a horse, that he had been 



* Jeremiah, ch, yiii. v. 7, 
t Jeremiah, ch. ix, y. 9. 
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cheated of his food.* In such a case a groom or ostler 
certainly deserres at least to he tied up with a halter, 
and left all night in the animal's place, and depriTcd of 
his own supper; where he might possibly ruminate, 
and feel remorse for his wickedness, and leave off his 
mal-practices. 

Justice to our subject now requires that we here 
notice the very superior humanity evinced towards the 
brute and bird creation, in other countries, to that 
which is observed by us ; and a fearful reproach this 
fact is, that the Turks should far excel Protestant 
Britain in this respect. It may however be said, that 
they, and also the Hindus, have a superstitious venera- 
tion for birds, &c. But great care is taken even of 
dogs at Constantinople, where a modern writer,t in 
observations on the domestic manners in that city, 
states, " That to all the brute creation the Turks are 
not only merciful, but ministering friends, and in 
their care of animals are a reproach to us, as they have 
little straw huts, built at certain intervals in the streets, 

* A gentleman having reason to suspect that his horse was 
thus deprived of its food, thought of an ordeal in consequence, 
and being on the alert, was one day especially convinced that the 
grain had been taken from it, he put in a second feed, mixing it 
with a preparation of cow-itch, &,c. ; then tying up the head of 
the horse, and retiring for a brief space, suddenly returned to 
the stable, and found the provender gone ; but the state of the 
groom's hands bore ample testimony for some time after who had 
been the thief. 

t See Miss Pardoe's •' City of the Sultnn/' 
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for the accommodation and comfort of harmless dogs, 
and there they snugly crouch down unmolested ; and 
in addition to this shelter, food is every day brought 
and dispensed by the inhabitants to the vagrant ani- 
mals, who, having no apparent owners, are, to use the 
approved phraseology of genteel ahns-asking, * wholly 
dependent on the charitable for support.' And it is a 
singular fact that these self-constituted scavengers 
exercise a kind of internal economy, which appears to 
exceed the boundaries of mere instinct : they have their 
defined walks or haunts, and woe betide the cur who 

intrudes on the privileges of his neighbour It 

may not be unamusing to state the forfeit inflicted on 
an individual for destroying one of these animals : the 
dead dog is hung up by the tail in such a manner tl^at 
the nose touches the ground, and his murderer is com- 
pelled to cover it entirely up with corn or millet seed, 
which is secured by the proper authorities, and distri- 
buted to the poor. The forfeit for killing a dog gene- 
rally costs the delinquent a thousand piastres. To 
sheep they manifest great tenderness, and will not kill 
an unweaned lamb, in order to spare unnecessary suf- 
fering to the mother. Doves are held sacred by the 
Musselmauns : they abound on all their public edifices, 
and multiply to a great extent. Aquatic birds* are 
allowed to throng the harbour of Constantinople, and 

* For care of birds at Constantinople, see Appendix, No. 12. 
£ 
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sport among the shipping -with impunity, and appear 
quite fearless of human vicinity. ' How long,' I invo- 
luntarily asked myself, ' would this confidence in man 
be repaid in an English port V and the answer was by 
no means pleasing to my national pride." * 

And now what further can be written that may not in- 
cur the charge of descending to minutia and puerility? 
or detailing cases of cruelties already generally known, 
and being fiiUy persuaded that nothing short of the 
strong arm of the law will be able to subdue or abolish 
those practices. In concluding, therefore, the subject 
under consideration throughout these pages, and every 
possible view we have endeavoured to take within our 
grasp, and also of the stipulated points, and their va- 
rious bearings, it only remains to be observed, that the 
present state of degradation to which the whole eco- 
nomy of the animal kingdom is reduced and brought 
down, must be solely attributed to the corruption of 
human nature; and in no other way than through the 
light of Scripture, can the evil we see, and the distress- 
ing bondage under which all the creation groans to- 
gether, be rightly accounted for by the utmost inge- 
nuity and sceptical arguments or systems that man 
may devise or promulgate; and there are persons now 
living, who believe in the doctrine of Pythagoras, "That 
the souls of men are transmigrated into beasts, for the 

* See Miss Pardee's " City of the Sultan." 
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punishment of their cruelty \o them, and for crime." 
These people not having any correct views of religion, 
cannot otherwise account for the €vils and ill-usage they 
are continually witnessing. The Turks, to this day, 
think " That the souls of those who have heen wicked 
on earth, are in those clouds of aquatic birds of dusky 
plumage, which they constantly see along the channel, 
speeding their rapid flight from the Euxine to the Pro- 
pontis, or bending their restless course from thence to 
the Black Sea, never pausing for a moment to rest their 
weary wings on the fair green spots of earth which 
seems to invite and woo them on every side ; and it is 
only when a storm arises in the Sea of Marmora, or 
sweeps over the Bosphorus, that they fly shrieking to 
the cypress forest of Scutari* for shelter; and these 
the Turks believe are the souls of the damned, who have 
found sepulchres beneath the boughs, and which are 
permitted, during a period of elementary commotion, 
to revisit the spot where their mortal bodies moulder, 
and there mourn together over the crimes and judgment 
of their nus-gpent existence upon earth, while during 
the gentler seasons they are compelled to pass inces- 
santly within sight of the localities they loved in life, 
without the privilege of pausing, even for one instant, 
in the flights to which they are condemned."f 

* Here is a cemetery.— See Miss Pardee's *' City of the Sultan-* 
t Se^ Miss Pardoe's ** City of the Sultan."j 
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PART VI. 

Remarks on Animals suffering the conse- 

aUENCES OF THE FaLL, &C. WITH RECAPITULA- 
TIONS TO ILLUSTRATE AND CONFIRM THE PO- 
SITION OF Retribution, if the Order of 
Nature is in any way violated. 

In maintaiiiing our position, of tlie consequences of 
the fall, the oft reiterated enquiry naturally recurs, — 
" May not animals, as they most unquestionably suffer 
the effects of man's sin and corruption, participate here- 
after, in some way or measure, of the benefits of redemp- 
tion V To answer and discuss this poinf might prove 
more speculative than useful, and lead to a disquisi- 
tion far exceeding our limits, or possibly involve us 
in tracing the mazes of a metaphysical and undefin- 
able labyrinth ; and certainly the development is more 
adapted to the theologian than the moralist; though 
fully aware of all that may be advanced from Holy Writ 
on the subject, especially in the 8th chapter of Romans, 
12th of Job, 10th verse, "In whose hand is the soul of 
every living thing." It is also remarkatle, that the 
three preceding verses contain these words, " But ask 
now the beasts and they shall teach thee; and the fowls 
of the air and they shall tell thee; or speak to the 
earth and it shall teach thee : and the fishes of the sea 
shall declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all these, 
that the hand of the Lord hath wrought this?" Again : 
in the 36th Psalm, 7th verse, — " Thou, Lord, shalt 
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save both man and beast." At the 11th, 12th, 13th, 
and 14th verses, of the 5th of Revelations, containing 
the apocalyptic vision, St. John writes that which 
ought to strike every one with the most solemn awe. 
We will only quote here the 13th and part of the 14th 
verse, but recommend the reading and meditating upon 
the whole of this chapter and book: — "And every 
living creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in them, LeRTcl I eaying, blesBing and honour, 
and glory and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. And 
the four beasts (or, a^ it has been translated, living 
creatures J ) said, Amen!*' How beautifully do the 
Canticles accord with all this ! In the description cf 
the millennium kingdom of Christ, we read in the 1 Itb 
chapter of Isamk^ that " The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard with the kid, and the o^^lf and 
the lion, and the fatlLng together; and a little child 
shall lead them; and the cow and the bear shall feed — 
their young ones shall lie down together; and the Hon 

Bhall eat etraw like the ox," *' They shall not 

hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain/** There 
cannot surely be any penaon who wilt style this mere 
metaphor? 

* This. pausfJigti iJ3 strongly in favor of the argmiieot far the 
^iial restitution of dl tilings ; imd tb»t %\lm if man had con- 
tinned in a sftate of iniiQceiicQ, animal food would not hare been 
euteiip 
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In the 14th chapter of the prophecies of Zechariah it 
is foretold, " In that day shall there be upon the beUs 
of the horses. Holiness to the Lord." "A time of 
restitution of all things"* is plainly declared in the 
Scriptures. 

We must, however, again revert to the point of the 
evidence there is in the Bible; and daily observation 
and experience confirms this truth, that there is a re> 
ciprocity, so ordered, constituted, established, and inter- 
vroven as it were, between man and the creatures com- 
mitted to his care, and which the almighty Maker of 
the universe most positively intended should subsist 
throughout aU generations, as sufficiently proves that 
man was to have such dominion and power only, over 
them, as is consistent with every just and equitable 
principle, religious, moral and physical; and conform- 
ably therewith, he is bound not to abuse and subvert 
the poyrer delegated to him, and for which an awful 
responsibility is most assuredly attached. 

All those persons therefore who act in any way con- 
trary to these principles, and treat animals in a manner 
more like the untaught savages than Christian men, 
living under the fall plenitude of the divine light 
of revelation, nor even as rational beings or moral 
agents, and deprive them of their just rights, should 
not be allowed any salvo or quarter, but be severely 
punished whenever they outrage the laws of nature 

• Acts, iii. V. 21. 
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aad nature's God; and for whicli, should they escape 
or evade the due penalty in this life, a period will 
arrive when the same measure which they have mea- 
sured to the poor animals shall he measured to them; 
as they who shewed no mercy, cannot expect to ob- 
tain mercy. Then must the piteous appeal, the dread- 
ful howl, the agonized groans — ^to which they gave no 
heed, neither had pity — ^rise up in judgment against 
them, and the sounds may for ever assail and vibrate 
on their shrinking soul ! where they will not be able to 
illude that power which they set at naught, derided and 
defied ! where is to be " weeping and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth;" which the Scripture dedares shall 
be the portion of 'all those who have done wickedly. 
And there cannot be a doubt that those persons who 
ever treated animals with cruelty have been guilty of 
other vices; and as it is clearly viewed in this Treatise 
as a fearful sin and crime, it remains now to be repre- 
hended in its more disgraceful personal turpitude and 
hideous deformity, being justly execrated and con- 
demned in the earliest ages of the world; as we read 
even of the dying Patriarch, noticing that his sons 
Simeon and Levi had instruments of cruelty in their 
habitations, adding, " Cursed was their lorath, for it was 
crueL^* And here it may be remarked, that cruel per- 
sons are generally malicious, mischievous and revenge- 
ful. But the sin and vice of cruelty, when exercised 
towards a poor, helpless, defenceless animal, is pusil- 
lanimous and cowardly in the extreme, and most base 
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ingratitude to the creatures which are expending their 
life in our service, or quietly yielding it up to sustain us. 

Do we not naturally shrink from — or at least we 
ought — ^and execrate the man who is guilty of cruelty 
to women and children,* chiefly because they are help- 
less and defenceless ? — ^and that such an one evinces a 
decided proof that he is a most vile coward, as he fre- 
quently commits many base acts of cruelty, of whidi 
the law cannot or does not take cognizance; and the 
female, not having the protection of the modem laws 
of honour as a resource, or possibly no male relation to 
avenge the wrong in accordance with them, — and if she 
has, the dastard triumphs with impunity, knowing fiill 
well that a Christian woman would, not avail herself aS 
it, but prays, " Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O my 
Grod!" Thus may he feel safe so far; but " Heaven 
hath an avenging rod,"t — or the Almighty may forgive 
such baseness to the penitent, — yet if a spark of just 
feeling remains in him, he can never forgive himself. 

There were those, we read, " of whom the world was 
not worthy, that had trial of cruel mockii\gs," and 
which plainly shows that there are various reprehensi- 
ble modes of cruelty; and it is repeatedly said in Scrip- 
ture, "that the cruel have no mercy;" and our own 
poet says, 

** Cowards are cruel, but the brave 
Love mercy, and delight to save." 

* See Appendix, No. 13. 

t *' To smite the poor is treason against God," — Cowper. i 
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PART VII. 

Short Hints and advice to various Charac- 
ters, WITH CERTAIN DEDUCTIONS OR INFER- 
ENCES. Extracts from the Speech of Lord 
Carnarvon. 

There is every reason to fear, that a cruel man is 
deficient in every quality which should adorn the hu- 
man character, and the Christian; having only a name 
by which he lives, whilst spiritually dead; and is not 
imbued with even the genius of Christianity, and no- 
thing of its spirit, and the power of the Gospel, which 
is all love and mercy, or all this evil would be subdued 
in him. It were really advisable, we think, to brand 
the word " Cruelty" itself with an appropriate epithet 
placed before the substantive, whenever applying it to 
animals — ^as, for instance, ^^ cowardly,'" or " wicked and 
wantouy'^ or " un-Chriatian cruelty to defenceless ani- 
mals ; " no word can be too opprobrious. And we would 
most respectfully recommend to clergymen, who are 
the vicegerents of the Most High, and faithful ministers 
and dispensers of manifold gifts, as far as may be in 
Xh&i power, to endeavour to prevent man from abusing 
that which the Almighty hath given him' over the ani- 
naal creation, and, if possible, to aid the exertions now 
in progress for the prevention of that cruelty which 
is becoming every day* a greater blot on our national 
character, and to the legislature for not efficiently check- 
* See Appendix, No. 1 4. 
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ing the increasing evil, or putting down much which 
ought speedily to he aholished. And it were weH for 
all persons who can afford to do so, to suhscrihe an- 
nually to that Society for the prevention of cruelty, 
which has not this only for its object, but is using 
every means to ameliorate the condition of the poor 
hard-labouring, ill-treated, starving animals, and to sus- 
pend, or huiSnanely terminate, the sufferings of the aged 
and worn out, purchasing those of their unfeeling 
owners, who are exacting their service to the last gasp 
of life, though starved and scarcely able to crawl or 
sustain even their own weight, without any load. It is 
also much to be desired, that all clergymen, possessing 
correct feelings and sentiments, would endeavour to 
dissuade their younger brethren in the' church from ad- 
dicting themselves to any cruel sports — pigeon-shoot- 
ing, fishing,* coursing, &c., assuring them that there 
is scarcely any character which is more despised, and 
contemptuously derided by sectarians and the lower 
class, than a "clerical fox-hunter;" and when such 
have been seen to pass, with their motley associates, 
and the huntsman and hounds, it is a common obser- 
vation, most tauntingly vociferated to their church-fre- 
quenting neighbours — "There goes your fine /ox-hunt- 
ing parsons ! ! /" And greatly is it to be deplored and 
lamented, that there should be a single clergyman in 

* A clergyman who was one morning fishing, being in want of 
bait, cut pieces out of a live fish for this purpose, and left the 
poor mangled remains quivering in the boat. 
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the country who gives cause for those reproaches, and 
'*; .8^ put weapons into the hands of enemies to our 
church, who never fail thus to point at them, and exult 
on every occasion where it is possible, to deteriorate 
and cast obloquy on the established rehgion, by under- 
valuing the profession altogether. 

If a more general appeal should here be considered 
requisite, in pleading the cause of the poor oppressed 
animal world, in any way more likely to influence the 
humane to come forward to mitigate suffering, we feel 
utterly at a loss, and quite incompetent, to excel or 
equal any one which was made by the noblemen and 
members of the society, at Freemasons' Hall, on the 
29th of April, 1837,* therefore an extract must suffice 
at the present moment from that which was compre- 
hended in the admirable and eloquent address of Lord 
Carnarvon, the noble president of the society, and 
chairman at the meeting, and is more powerful and 
appropriate than any it would be possible now to in- 
dite, and which was as follows: — "The cause of this 
society is fast triumphing over all its opponents : the 
real fact is this — ^no party feeling is to be gratified, or 
to be achieved by advocating this honourable cause, but 
a new and a generous principle of civilization and hu- 
manity is what is to be attained and diffused. The 
pure sincere advocacy of the animal world is disinte- 
rested — working out that beautiful principle of Chris- 

• See Eleventh Annual Report, to be had at Exeter Hall, Strand. 
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tian charity, which having heen given to man in per- 
fect love is meant hy a redeeming Saviour to he ex- 
tended to all God's creatures. Mankind are united 
hy so many sympathies, so many common hopes and 
dangers, have so many common honds among them and 
each other, that they have a direct and general interest 
in succouring and protecting each other. But the ani- 
mal is defenceless; and to have extended legal protec- 
tion to that race who cannot repay us for our zeal, and 
are perhaps unconscious of our exertions in their favor, 
is the brightest triumph which the beneficial influence 
of our faith as yet has obtained over the selfishness of 
man. But it must not be denied that the society have 
occasionally experienced some difiiculty, particularly 
from the local indifference of the constituted authorities 
in different parts of the country, — an indifference aris- 
ing from a disinclination to part with the barbarous 
usages* of former times. Those difficulties are to be 
overcome; but your support, and the support of the 
public, are necessary to carry us successfully through 
them. There is yet a great deal to be done in the me- 
tropolis; there is a great deal of cruelty practised to- 
wards dogs; they are frequently overloaded, exhausted 
from privation, and are seen dying f under the lash. 
There is also much cruelty among that detestable race, 
the dog and cat-skinners. I speak of those only where 
I have seen it distinctly proved that the skins have 

• This refers to bull-baiting, in particular at Stamford, &c. 
t To die in the street, under the lash ! 
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been torn from their quivering frames, and the victims 
of this brutality have been allowed to survive many 
hours of intolerable anguish. I am sorry to tell you 
these dreadful facts; but it is necessary to allude to 
them, in order to show the prevalence of the crime. 

" Would that it were in my power to exempt the 
higher and the more educated classes from charges of 
cruelty. I allude to one circumstance in particular, 
and I hope soon to see eradicated the system now in 
practice, of dissecting living animals, under the pre- 
tence of advancing medical knowledge. I speak ad- 
visedly, for I have had an opportunity of knowing the 
kind of cruelties practised in halls, misnamed * Halls of 
Science.' The barbarous practice is not of English 
growth, but, I am sorry to say, is spreading in this 
country. What will you say of that man who keeps a 
dog , not for hours, but for days, under the tortures 
of the dissecting knife, until the spectator, grown cal- 
lous to suffering, becomes as savage as the operator 
himself? What will you say to him who could calmly, 
for days, prolong atrocities and sufferings which no 
Christian eye can witness without horror, no Christian 
lips describe but in the most unmeasured language of 
indignation ? I must state stiU further : What will a 
Christian audience say, when they hear that the revolt- 
ing fact was perpetrated and recorded in the city of 
Edinburgh ? That an iron was heated, and then forced 
into the brain of the unfortunate animal, and with 
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fiendish skill was kept alive sixteen days ! ! ! By whom 
was this atrocity perpetrated? By men who pride 
themselves on their science and their civilization, but 
who in fact are more benighted in point of civilization 
and Christianity that the benighted savages of Scythia. 
Will you be able to restrain your indignation, when 
you are calmly told "That it is better to leave such 
matters to the discretion of individuals V In other cases 
the law of outraged morals steps in to protect and 
avenge; but against these eases, offensive to the light, 
outraging decency, repugnant to generous sympathy, 
and to the Christian faith, the law deals not its thunder.* 
*' The young and inexperienced who are attracted to 
these charnel-houses, under the name of science, where 
horrors are permitted, not to be described, must in time 
have all feelings of compassion for suffering entirely 
obliterated. I wish not to be misunderstood in what I 
have said. No man can have a higher esteem for the 
medical profession than I have. There is no class in so- 
ciety which deservedly enjoys more confidence and re- 
spect than those of the medical profession ; and from 
my own experience, I firmly believe the majority, the 
immense majority, of that respectable profession, are 
anxious to see the practice of these scientific speculators 
in blood and torture confined within humane limits, 
and controlled by law. ^ 

♦ «* But Mount Sinia did— and yet 

Man is not ashamed to play such tricks. 
Before high heaven, as make the angels weep !" 
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" In concluding my remarks, I beg you particularly 
to remember that legislation on any subject connected 
with that which we are discussing, to be obtained must 
be preceded by the strongly pronounced opinion of the 
public, the ground must be planted before* the tree can 
be raised, and final success in our cause depends on 
your will — on the will of the public, firmly and readily 
expressed; by stimulating petitions to parliament; by 
meetings of this kind; and by sedulously inculcating, 
as members of parliament, your feelings and your wishes 
on this point. By such a course, the object which we 
all have at heart will be materially promoted, and eyen- 
tuaUy attained. 

" And you, my fair countrywomen, if I may venture 
respectfully and earnestly to address you — ^you who 
have left your peaceful homes to give this meeting your 
welcome presence, whose worth and influence never 
falls on our hearts in vain — the grace and ornament of 
our country, who impart to society its refinement, and 
to life its charms, — ^you to whom Great Britain owes 
the manly honour of her sons, — ^you must assist us in 
this arduous race of love and mercy. Believe me it is 
a generous and a Christian principle, that the more 
weak and defenceless the object, the greater the mercy 
that we ought to show. 

" Believe me, this beautiful lesson, pouring from a 
mother's lips, and drank in with the affectionate sim- 
plicity and the undoubting confidence of happy child- 
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hood, will leave an inextinguishable trace in the filial 
mind. If this lesson be early instilled into the young 
bosom by the maternal voice, then its blessed influence 
in after life, when we are gone, will produce a harvest 
of good; it will come associated with the memory of 
those who flrst taught the heavenly lesson; it will be 
associated with the memory of by-gone days, and with 
the recollection of a mother's earliest care, (cheers.) I 
thank you for the kind manner in which you have lis- 
tened to my observations, and have to apologize for 
detaining you so long." 

In transcribing this extract only from the address 
and appeal of the noble Earl, it is to be feared that jus- 
tice is scarcely done by not giving the whole; and tbiB 
Treatise might exceed the prescribed limits, were any 
more to be added from those of other noble and. hu- 
mane individuals, who advocated the cause of suffering 
animals, groaning under the accumulated weight of 
cruelty and oppression; to mitigate which the unremit- 
ting exertions and endeavours of the Society at large 
exceeds all praise or eulogy. One short extract, how- 
ever, fi^m the address of Lord Dudley C. Stewart, it is 
hoped, needs no apology for adding to this part of the 

subject " My lord, — In rising to move the next 

resolution, it is a subject of congratulation to see so 
many here assembled from various parts, and of various 
occupations, and of various classes, not for any purpose 
to which politics or the business of life gives rise, but 
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solely for the purpose of considering the best means of 
protecting from suffering and oppression that class of 
beings from whom we can expect to receive no expres- 
sion of thanks It does honour to the coun- 
try to find a meeting like this deliberating how best to 
befriend the poor animal who can make no return — 
who cannot flatter our vanity by votes of thanks — ^who 
cannot meet to protect their rights, and present peti- 
tions to Parliament for relief from tyranny. If op- 
pressed, they must sufier in silence ; if injured or 
starved, they must waste away without redress, — ^unless 
a meeting such as this come forward, and take measures 
for their relief. 

" We have heard from the eloquent lips of our presi- 
dent distressing accounts of cruelties practised on dif- 
ferent animals, and our feelings have been harrowed 
and affected when we heard such things did exist: if 
they were not too well attested, it would fairly be a 
matter of doubt whether they really could take place in 
a country calling itself civilized and enlightened. There 
is hardly any animal which escapes barbarity, either 
for the purposes of gain or from a fiendish feeling of 
cruelty; they all seem alike exposed to the tyranny of 
man; and they call on us to procure some amelioration 
of their unhappy condition. One excellent friend,* 
who last addressed you, mentioned something relative 

♦ Mr. Batson. 
F 
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to the treatment of the dog, and the eloquent passage 
from the work* of my noble friend here, touched our 
feelings by its truth. That faithful animal adds to our 
pleasure when happy, and frequently is the friend of 
man when man has no other friend.f Which of you 
has not been touched to the heart when you have looked 
on that print representing a deserter led out to be 
shot, accompanied by his sole friend, his dog? Who 
has not been touched to the heart on witnessing some 
blind old man, decrepid and in want, led by a Mthful 
little dog, and dependent on that dog for his safety? 
How many accounts have we not read of persons who 
have been delivered from danger and from death by 
that noble creature ? Look, for instance, at the Alps, 
and the dogs of Mount St. Bernard. Many others have 
been brought out of the water, and rescued by dogs, 
when no human aid could have saved them; others have 
been saved from being burned to death by the prompti- 
tude and sagacity of that faithful animal. When in 
distress and affliction, and shunned by all, the dog is 
the only being who will not forsake his master, and 

that master unkind^ and perhaps worthless 

Who is there that does not shudder when told that 

* Lord Camarvon's work on Portugal and Gallicia. 

t Remarkable instances of this have been seen in a dog being 
the only mourner at a funeral, and the only attendant on the body 
of a poor man to his grave from a hut or ^ workhouse. 
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the eyes of birds are put out to make them better 
songsters! Legislation cannot reach such cases; they 
must be extirpated by instilling into all classes the 
precepts and principles of humanity." 



PART VIII. 
Conclusion. 



After making these extracts, the difficulty is increased 
of adding any further appeal more powerful; and we 
know not what can be expected or required which may 
not risk the imputation of rhapsody, (though on such 
a subject it is scarcely possible to be cahn,) as cruelty 
to animals has been herein pourtrayed as a sin and 
offence to God — as a cowardly vice, derogatory and 
disgraceful to man, and totally unlike a Christian. 
Therefore we shall now only briefly say to those who 
have not yet taken any interest in the proceedings 
of the Society for the prevention of all the diabolical 
cruelty which is committed towards the animal crea- 
tion, neither care to trouble themselves on the sub- 
ject, nor aid in alleviating their condition, — ^it is most 
earnestly hoped that they will not aggravate their 
sufferings, and at least abstain from the practice of any 
cruelty whatever, and to beware how they torture in- 
offensive animals. And to all who continue to devour 
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with carnivorous gout^ and without the slightest com- 
punction, young house lamb, their own fed domestic 
spring chickens, tame rabbits, green geese, singing 
birds, crimped fish, roasted oysters, tortured turtle, 
crammed poultry, &c. &c. — ^we can only pray that their 
consciences may not be too seared to amend their do- 
ings — that they may not hereafter be themselves tor- 
tured, "where the worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched." And may we fervently pray that helpless 
animals, and the poor children at the factories, and all 
who are oppressed, may be " delivered out of the hand 
of the ungodly and cruel man." 

** O man, tyrannic lord ! how long, how long 
Shall prostrate nature groan beneath your rage. 
Awaiting renovation 1 When obliged 
Must you destroy ? " — Thompson's '* Seasons." 
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No. 1, page 5. 

It would not be possible to specify or give efven an epitome of 
the cruel tricks children play with animals, birds, insects, &c. 
They treat dogs frequently as if they were amphibious, and 
also excite them to worry and destroy cats, and tie broken ket- 
tles or dangerous missiles fest on to them, which occasions 
much mischief. The writer of this, in passing down a very 
quiet street in London, met a cat with -a short heavy kitchen 
shovel tied on, running too rapidly for any one to step aside, 
and the shovel struck so violently against the ankle, as cut 
through the stocking to the bone, making a bleeding wound ; 
but the force of the blow extricated the cat. 



No* 2, page 9. 

Bnll-baiting,we are told, cannot be abolished in many places 
without legislative restraint, as in many towns ancient usage is 
pleaded in its defence. 



No. 3, page 16. 

A singular circumstance occurred just as this page viras writ- 
ten ; — a gentleman, who lodged on the first floor, being brought 
home nearly lifeless, from a fell in a steeple-chase. The horse 
having shyed al a high gate, which gave way and broke to 
pieces, both rider and horse narrowly escaped being killed or 
c 
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the spot. A pillow, and afterwards a blanket, was taken away 
from the writer by the woman of the house, and being severe 
weather and a comfortless room, a violent cold was the result. 



No. 4, page 19. 
Horses have had their backs broken at this place, in descend- 
ing the deeply rutted steep sides of the hill, drawing waggons 
heavily laden with a bad sort of stone, which is dug out from 
the heights to mend the cross roads and lanes in the neighbour- 
hood. 



No. 5, page 22. 
It is said the Jews to this day, even in the metropolis, adopt 
the most humane mode of slaughtering animals. 



No. 6, page 26. 
Even birds of prey are remarkable for the kind treatment of 
their young; — ^the eagle, &c. bearing them on her wings, teach- 
ing them to fly. See the beautiful passage, 32nd Deuteronomy, 
11th verse. Of the vulture it has been written : — 



' On iron pennons borne. 



The blood-stained vulture cleaves the storm; 

Yet is the plumage on her breast soft as 

The cygnet's down, and o'er her unfledged 

Brood the murmuring ring-dove sits not mbr^ gently." 



No. 7, page 27. 
" Grasshopper." — ^We have heard of a M. Volta, who felt a 
complacency and delight, and even professed he was amused, 
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with the cries of a grasshopper which he was tormenting ; and 
told also of another man, a Dane, named Borrichius, who 
made pleasantry and sport in relating the " Spartan fortitude," 
as he termed it, of a hedgehog bearing the most cruel vivisec- 
tion without a single groan ! 



No. 8, page 31. 
" Driven to market," &c. — The scenes in Smithfield are 
dreadful and harrowing beyond all description; and the " So- 
^ ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty" have published their report 
of the number of bruised calves, sheep okd lambs ; having de- 
tected in six markets in the metropolis, in one day, upwards 
of 130 — and the meat exposed for sale! They reported that 
the appearance presented by these carcasses was really sicken- 
ing ; bruises as large as the palm of their hands, evidently 
inflicted by heavy blows, and around the bruises was clearly 
perceptible the progress of rapid decomposition. Is it not a 
disgrace to this civilized country that such atrocities should be 
permitted ? 

No. 9, page 40. 
It might be as well for these huntresses to read with atten- 
tion more than the following lines from Thompson : — 
" But if the rougher sex by this^ercc sport 
Is hurried wild, let not such horrid joy 
E'er stain the bosom of the British feir : 
Far be the spirit of the chase from them ! • 
Uncomely courage, unbeseeming skill. 
To spring the fence, to rein the prancing steed, — 
The cap, the whip, the masculine attire 
In which they roughen to the sense, — ^and all 
The winning softness of the sex is lost." 
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No. 10, page 41. 

It had been contemplated to detail some very extraordinary 
instances of faithful attachment in dogs; but so many are pre- 
sented to the recollection, as to make it difficult which to state 
as most striking, and some are really painfully affecting ; and 
in one occurrence being convinced that a dog, which had never 
seen the sister of his master, discerned the consanguinity on a 
first and final visit ! Dogs have frequently been seen to bear 
company in weeping with their owners. 

Two instances, however, only shall be selected now of fidelity, 
and dogs finding their way even from one country to another. 

A dog having lost his master in Germany, returned to his 
home in Paris, and which not a little alarmed the wife. *The 
dog, however, soon disappeared in search of his owner, and 
found him in a town in France. 

A lady, on quitting Canada, intending to leave a dog with a 
relation, after she had embarked the animal swam to the vessel, 
and was of course taken on board ; and being captured by a 
French privateer when far advanced on her voyage to England, 
was carried into a Spanish port. From thence the party made 
their escape, the dog being their faithful attendant in peril and 
danger; when after some time the dog, being for the first time 
in London, was one day lost at the west end of town, but 
found his way back in the night to the residence of the lady, 
who was residing then in the city. 



No. 11, page 44. 

" Aristocratic bee.'' — Much might indeed be written on this 
wonderful tribe, which Btill obey and observe the laws of 
order, and have done so throughout all ages ! What a lesson 
and reproach to malcontents and democrats ! — what teachers to 
all ! Let then the bee instruct. That there is an aristocracy 
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through every part of creation, is as clear as the sun shining 
upon the dial, — ^let who will deny it ; and Scripture shows that 
there is an hierarchy in heaven. Let the sceptic view the hive, 
with the bees, and forget his scepticism, if he disdain all other 
instructors, and he may be led to see that all nature cries aloud. 
Verily there is a God, a Sovereign Ruler of the Universe. 



No. 12, page 49. 

It is to be hoped that the following extract from Miss Par- 
doe's work, recently published, will not be considered super- 
fluous, shewing the care taken of birds by the Turks ; 

" A small erection just within the gate of the court attracted 
my attention, from the circumstance of its roof being occupied 
by three eagles, two of them about half-fledged, and the other 
evidently sick. I enquired the meaning of this location, and 
learnt that the little edifice was appropriated to the use of such 
wild birds as the hunters and peasants chanced to meet with 
during their rambles among the mountains, which were suffiBr- 
ing either from disease, desertion, or injury. Being carefully 
transported hither, they are fed and attended to until they vo- 
luntarily take wing and return to their rocky haunts. 

" The present patients were two eaglets which had been 
found as if abandoned in the nest, and a wounded bird, which 
without assistance must have died from starvation. Such a 
trait of national character is well worthy of attention. Upon 
the roof of a mosque, about a hundred yards from the house 
which we occupied, a couple of storks had made their nest, 
and at the time of our visit were carefriUy tending their young, 
apparently quite indifferent to all the noise and clamour going 
on immediately beneath. 

" The Turks repay the confidence thus reposed in them with 
an almost superstitious reverence for these feathered children 
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of the wilderness ; and the destruction of a bird of this species 
would be sure to draw down upon the aggressor the displea- 
sure, if not the vengeance of every neighbouring Musselniaun/* 



No. 13, page 56. 

" Children." — It has been said " That cruelty to animals is 
the crying sin of the nation." Be this as it may, we must 
surely include the poor little bipeds in our manufacturing dis- 
tricts, who are worse treated than galley slaves and criminals; 
and when we think of these, alas, justly is it inferred that the 
period is indeed arrived — " That perilous time" — when as fore- 
told, "men would be without natural affection ;" and that ^*When 
iniquity doth abound, the love of many shall wax cold ;" but 
" Woe be to that man who ofifendeth one of these little ones ; 
better that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that 
he were drowned in the depths of the sea." 

It is certainly a time of universal and general cruelty, and 
stalks abroad at mid-day, and before the morning dawns ; wit- 
ness the poor little half-starved and benumbed "climbing boys." 
It makes the heart of common humanity shudder, though in a 
warm bed, to hear, at three, four, and live o'clock, on a cold 
rainy or snowy morning, these poor children piteously, and 
sometimes feebly, utter "Sweep! sweep!" for whole hours 
together at the street-doors, waiting for the lazy servants to let 
them in: and some of these are sent up burning chimnies, 
whilst the flames are above and around them, aud many have 
either been smothered, or literally roasted alive, before they 
could be extricated. 
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No. 14, page 57. 

« Every day/' — As late as the 3rd of March, 1838, the men 
who exhibit what is called " Punch and Judy," have now their 
stage, &c. drawn by dogs ; and a gentleman this morning, in 
his cabriolet, being apprehensive the horse would take fright 
at this new appearance, alighted to lead the animal, which was, 
notwithstanding, so much frightened, that it broke from him and 
ran off rapidly down Portland Place, with the vehicle. 

There are persons also who let out dogs to children for a 
penny a day, which are dreadfully ill-treated ; and another in- 
creasing evil is, letting out goats to the same to draw a number 
of children in small vehicles ; and at Brighton, one of these 
poor female goats was so ill-used, hard driven, and fastened so 
tight, that she could go on no longer, and the young kids were 
prematurely obtruded. But the whole detail of the feet would 
be too horrible and revolting to state here. And it can only be 
lamented that there is no law to punish such atrocities, neither 
the young delinquents, nor many other enormities committed 
by a *^ rapidly degenerating and revolutionary population."* 

* Dr. Chalmers. 
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